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  Fishing at night with a Jitterbug 
fishing lure, Ralph Cale landed 
this impressive largemouth bass.  
It weighed 8 pounds, four ounces 
and was 24 inches long.  He was 
fishing in a farm pond in Preston 
County.
  Fishing overall in WV has been 
very fruitful.  The Ohio River has 
been giving up numerous bass 
to the serious river fishermen.  
Enjoy the fishing this season! This 
magazine is online each month
www.wvasportsman.net

Cover Photo

Attention Bass Fishermen!
Get Your Name On Our
Mail-List For Upcoming

Bass Tournaments For 2012

Name__________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ ST______

Zip_________________ email______________________________

Fill Out The Form Below
To Be Placed On The Mail List

Clip & Mail To:
Bass Sportsman
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

    email:
    wvsport@wirefire.com
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Promote Your Business Statewide
 Advertise Special Sales and Events

Reach Thousands of Potential Customers

ALSO ON THE 
INTERNET

In Business
21 YEARS



MOUNTAINEER TACKLE

 Specializing In Bass
               Catching Equipment

Zoom - Berkley - Bandit
Mad Man - Suddeth - Senko

LIVE BAIT

   5010 Emerson Av.
      PARKERSBURG, WV

      304-422-6990

Large Selection Of
Musky Tackle & Rods

9AM to 6PM Mon to Saturday

Closeouts On
1999 Models

Archery • Hunting Supplies
• Large Selection Of Musky
  and Catfish Baits
• Cold Beer • Ice • Snacks
• Hunting Supplies • Ammo

Bait and
Carry OutJARRETT 'SJARRETT 'S

LIVE BAIT
Corner of Rt. 5 & 53
Elizabeth, WV
304-275-3574
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BOWTECH
DIAMOND
PARKER

BOW-LISTIC
ARCHERY SHOP

www.bow-listicarchery.com

COMPLETE BOW SERVICE
BOW & HUNTING ACCESSORIES

YOUTH BOWS•CUSTOM ARROWS
15105 MacCorkle Av. SE

CHELYAN, WV
304-595-2699
Mon Tue Thu Fri 11 - 8

Wed 11 - 5
Sat. 9AM to 2PM

     BOOKING WILD
       BOAR HUNTS
 
Game Checking Station

BARNETT
PARKER

CROSSBOWS

Possible Record Striped Bass

HUNTING LAND
  100 Acres
         Taylor County
       $80,000

Trout Stream • Road Frontage
304-457-1869

                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                        72 timber rich acres of beautiful land located outside of Beech Fork State
                                                       Park in southern Cabell County, West Virginia. There’s plenty of room for
                                                       a log home or a camp full of log cabins.
                                                       Lots of game and good fishing in a pond stocked 12 years ago.
                                                       Price includes a furnished 2005 Clayton single wide and a two story barn
     The tree stands are in place on this combination hilly/level land waiting for a sportsman, 
                           an investor or  someone who just wants that cabin in the woods
   Don’t miss another season, call today for an appointment to see this game rich property. 

                              $150,000 buys it all!
      David Roof, McGuire Realty Company at 724.678.1813 or 304.529.6033

Francis M. McGuire, Broker

Rodney Ply landed what may be a world record striped bass - 68 pounds.  

  Rodney Ply, a native of Diamond 
City, Ark., caught a mammoth 
striped bass on Bull Shoals Lake 
back in February. Weighed lake-
side at 125 Marina with several 
witnesses present, the fish weighed 
68 pounds. Ply then contacted the 
Arkansas Game and Fish Commis-
sion to witness the weigh-in. After 
considerable time out of the water 
spent searching for an AGFC ad-
equate scale, the fish later weighed 
58 pounds after puking up shad and 

other forage.
  The AGFC recently sent Ply a let-
ter stating his fish is not going to be 
certified as a state record because 
post-catch protocol was not fol-
lowed.
  Ply is now taking his case to The 
International Game Fish Associa-
tion, which has certified the scale 
at 125 Marina. The IGFA is satis-
fied with the sworn statements from 
others who witnessed the catch and 
weigh-in. The remaining question pertains to the method in which 

Play caught the striped bass. The 
fish was caught on a homemade 
umbrella rig.
 Even more compelling is that 
Ply registered for Mustad Hooks 
“Hook-a-Million” contest, where 
a state record catch is worth 
$100,000 and a world-record catch 
is worth $1,000,000. While Ply’s 
bass will not be an Arkansas state 
record, it could be a world record 
as the current benchmark for fresh-
water striped bass is 67 pounds, 8 
ounces.
   This could be a big patday.
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West Virginia
Guns & Pawn

YOUR TACTICAL WEAPONS HEADQUARTERS!
Lots Of New Long Guns, Pistols, Ammo & Accessories In Stock

Large Knife Selection
Sog • Kershaw • Gerber

• AR-15 • AK47 • Mini-14 • Tactical Shotguns
We Have Bulk Ammo

• 7.62x39mm • .223 • 9mm • 40 S&W • .45 ACP

304-514-2113    120 Academy Dr.    RIPLEY, WV

Open: Tues-Sat 10am to 6pm
 Old Heck’s Plaza • On The Rd. To Walmart

Keith Tyler, from St. Albans, land-
ed a 23 1/4” largemouth bass.

Now Buying GOLD
Slide Fire Stocks
For AR’s & AK’s

30 TARGET 3-D ARCHERY RANGE

NEW G-5 Prime Bows
QUEST BOWS - From G5

PARKER     G5
EASTON • CARBON EXPRESS ARROWS

Parker & Excaliber Crossbows
Archery Supplies - Pro Shop

1.8 Miles From I-77 - Rt. 31/Airport Road
WILLIAMSTOWN, WV   304-375-2434www.crookedcreekarchery.com

Open 7 Days A Week

3-D Archery Shoot
Located At Crooked Creek Archery

      Classes:  
        Open
    Bowhunter
 Men & Women
       Youth 
         Cub

Registration: 8am to 1pm
Entry Fee: $12
8 & Under:  $6

JUNE 16

***FREE**** Youth Archery Shoot Provided By US 
Fish & Wildlife and Crooked Creek Archery

Read The Ad Below For Directions & Info

Door Prizes - Food - Drinks

 Hall Of Fame
Tommy Martin

  ATHENS, Texas – Tommy Mar-
tin, the renowned bass pro from 
Hemphill, Texas will be inducted 
into the Texas Freshwater Fishing 
Hall of Fame on Saturday (June 2) 
at the state fish hatchery in Athens, 
Texas. A 2011 runner-up, Martin’s 
induction celebrates an accom-
plished career spanning more than 
four decades. With a Bassmaster 
Classic victory notched in his belt, 
Martin has recorded five top-10 
finishes and won $139,080 in FLW 
competition.
  Formerly a bass guide in the early 
days of Toledo Bend and nearby 
Sam Rayburn Reservoir, Martin 
said he entered the professional 
bass tournament scene somewhat 
later than most.
  “I didn’t get into bass fishing un-
til I was about 28,” Martin said. “I 
grew up on the Texas Gulf Coast 
and I fished saltwater for many 
years. I moved inland about the 
time (Toledo Bend) and Sam Ray-
burn were filling up and I basically 
learned to fish (for bass) on my own 
because there weren’t any experts 
or anybody back in those days to 
teach you anything.”
  As he progressed in his bass 
knowledge, he learned much about 

continue to the next page



Specializing in a huge assortment of MUSKY TACKLE
Hooker Tackle, Legend, Wiley Lures, Hughes River, Ziggie’s

Smuttly Dog, Big Game Tackle, Amma Bama, Musky Mayhem
Red October, Crane’s, Jones, Myers, Phantom, Tuff Shad, 

Musky Innovations, Naze, Leo, Cats Tails
 Black River Rods, Shimano, Abu Garcia & More!

Stonewall Jackson Lake’s Only Professional Musky Guide
$200 Four Hours (2 people)  $375 Eight Hours (2 people)

Located In JANE LEW, WV  Just Off I-79 (call for directions)

BOOK YOUR

TRIP NOW
MUSKYTACKLE

huskymuskyguideservice@yahoo.com
304-203-0347           Kevin Ross

www.easternohiotrophywhitetails.com
1-740-541-2501

dmoreland59@yahoo.com

Whether you’re looking for a trophy deer hunt or your own deer lease, we offer both!
Ever want to hunt free ranging Ohio Bucks?  We have all inclusive trophy hunts and lodging included starting 

at $1295 weekly.  Or have you ever wanted your own trophy deer lease, where you can plant food plots, set your 
own stands, and enjoy the hunting experience year round?  Well here is your opportunity to have 30 to 300 
acres to lease for hunting and be part of 2,500 acres of trophy managed land and be surrounded by large 

acreage tracts all under trophy management to produce big trophy bucks.  We are located near Athens, Ohio.
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his new career by fishing local tour-
naments and studying the exploits 
of industry icons like Bill Dance, 
Bobby Murray and FLW Tour pro 
Roland Martin. He joined B.A.S.S. 
at its outset, but tempered his am-
bition with a plan of preparation.
  “I had my sights set on becoming a 
pro fisherman but I told myself that 
I’m going to practice really hard 
and I’m going to guide and I’m go-
ing to fish some small tournament 
just like I was going to college,” 
Martin said. “I’m going to learn to 
be a professional fisherman before 
I jump in a fish the big leagues with 
the big players.

  “I wanted to learn everything I 
could so I spent five years doing 
that. I didn’t fish B.A.S.S. until 
1974, but by the time I got in, I felt 
like I was ready. In the first tourna-
ment I fished, I finished third and 
then I won a (regular season) tour-
nament and then I won the Bass-
master Classic that year. I guess I 
was ready. I worked hard at it – just 
as I do today.”

  Martin, who points to deep jig-
ging as his signature technique 
said his five years on the FLW Tour 
and EverStart Series have been a 
pleasant chapter in his storied ca-
reer: “FLW is a great organization. 
They’re a wonderful group of peo-
ple and they run great tournaments. 
I wish they had been around earlier 
when I was a younger fisherman, 
but they’ve been very kind to me.”

Christopher Eagle, from Frankford, 
hooked a 22 /12” rasinbow.
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MARIETTA POLARIS
27425 St. Rt. 7

MARIETTA, OHIO
www.mariettapolaris.com

740-374-5766

Bass Pro Shop
• Fishing Tackle

Donetta Grose, from Hico, arrowed 
a nice buck.
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cilities must be ear-tagged, and 
there are currently no reported elk 
escapes from any facility in West 
Virginia.
  A bull elk has been seen recently 
in Wetzel County, W.Va., accord-
ing to WVDNR offi cials. There 
have been no reports of cow elk 
sightings in either Wetzel County, 
W.Va., or Greene County, Pa.  No 
free-ranging wild elk live within 
150 miles of Wetzel County. The 
elk sighted in Wetzel County is 
likely the escaped animal from the 
captive facility in Pennsylvania.
  Contact between escaped cap-
tive deer or elk and free-ranging 
white-tailed deer increases the risk 
of disease transmission from the 
captive animals to the native herd, 
according WVDNR biologists. The 
movement and/or escape of captive 
deer and elk increases this risk of 
contact and are one of the many 
possible modes of transmission for 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) 
from captive cervids to free-rang-
ing white-tailed deer. 
  The State of Missouri recently 
documented CWD in a captive cer-
vid facility. Texas Parks and Wild-
life had to euthanize a large captive 
deer herd after illegal importation 
of white-tailed deer from a captive 
facility in Arkansas. 
   “Monitoring and protecting West 
Virginia’s deer herd from CWD 
and other diseases is crucial to West 
Virginia’s economy and its natural 
resources,” said WVDNR Director 
Frank Jezioro.  “Deer hunting pro-
vides tremendous recreational op-
portunities for hunters and wildlife 
viewers, has a large economic im-
pact on its rural communities, and 
brings in many out-of-state hunters 
each season to West Virginia.”
   Contact the Farmington District 
Offi ce at 304-825-6787 if they see 
an elk in these counties. 

LEWISBURG, W. Va. – The West 
Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (DNR) and Plum Creek to-
day announced they are expanding 
a public-private partnership effort 
to increase the state’s trout popu-
lation and extend its range.  With 
the expansion, the effort will now 
focus on enhancing the quality 
of 51.6 miles of streams on Plum 
Creek land and many more miles 
down-stream. The private timber 
company and state originally began 
the effort in 1999, and it since has 
grown and seen significant results.
  Through the effort, Plum Creek 
performs stream liming, a process 
that usually begins in late March 
and involves adding limestone 
sand to the watershed over several 
months. The limestone sand reduc-
es the acidity of the water caused 
by acid rain. The DNR conducts 

Improving Plum Creek’s Trout Fishing
regular fish surveys of the streams 
and more through the partner-
ship. Over the past 13 years, Plum 
Creek’s stream-enhancing project 
has resulted in a significant in-
crease of the biomass of fish found 
in the watershed, including trout 
and other non-game species.
 “We are very excited to continue 
and expand the partnership be-
tween Plum Creek and the West 
Virginia DNR,” said Steve Yeager, 
senior resource manager for Plum 
Creek’s West Virginia operations. 
“Our teamwork has produced re-
markably successful results, and 
we hope to breed even more suc-
cess in the future.”
  Plum Creek donates most of the 
limestone sand and maintains the 
many delivery sites needed to 
add the lime each year.  The West 
Virginia DNR provides addition-

Young Schmidlen brought in a 
big gobbler.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.

al limestone sand, manages the 
continue to the next page
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• Off the Ohio River
• Dock Your Boat While You Shop

• In The Dana Backwater
Browning Rods & Reels

BACKWATER BAIT
  Just South of

Newport, Ohio on Rt. 7

740-473-BAIT

Yo-Zuri
Smallie Beavers

Venom
Senko - Kinami

Garrett Magnum Tubes
Spro Crankbaits & More!

Numerous Tube Colors

100 Count Bags Of Berkley Power Worms 4" & 7"
St. Croix Rods

Catfish Rods & Supplies

Zoom - Yum
Quantum - Okuma

Boogerman - Bandits
Catch 'Em Spinnerbaits

Owner - Gamakatsu
Rods & Reels

Custom Plastics
Jigs & Trailers
Dipping Dye
Do-It Molds
 Splash-its

Snacks & Beverages

In Stock
Year-Round

LIVE
BAIT
Minnows - Shiners

Meal & Wax Worms
 Nightcrawlers

Goldfish

Wave Worms • Slider
Smallie Beavers

Venom • Cabin Creek
Senko • Kinami

Jones Musky Baits
Crane Musky Baits

R&S SPORTS & PAWN INC.
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

GUNS - ACCESSORIES
TOOLS - JEWELRY

Mon to Fri 10AM - 5PM
Sat 10AM to 2PM

STOP BY & CHECK US OUT!
HUNTING SEASON IS HERE!

304-275-1112
901 Court St..

ELIZABETH,WV
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Now Selling

LIVE BAIT

OUR STAUNTON AVE. STORE  IS NOW
PARKERSBURG’S SOURCE FOR LIVE BAIT
• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS

MEALWORMS • NIGHTCRAWLERS & MORE
Okuma Rods & Reels - Other Selections

NEAR CORNING RAMP

KOM

PAK
1400 STAUNTON AV.

PARKERSBURG, WV
304-428-8461

Open Early  5 AM TO 12 PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

C H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E SC H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E S

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER &
MORE

Now Selling

LIVE BAIT

OUR STAUNTON AVE. STORE  IS NOW
PARKERSBURG’S SOURCE FOR LIVE BAIT
• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS

MEALWORMS • NIGHTCRAWLERS & MORE
Okuma Rods & Reels - Other Selections

NEAR CORNING RAMP

KOM

PAK
1400 STAUNTON AV.

PARKERSBURG, WV
304-428-8461

Open Early  5 AM TO 12 PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

C H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E SC H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E S

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER &
MORE

Now Selling

LIVE BAIT

OUR STAUNTON AVE. STORE  IS NOW
PARKERSBURG’S SOURCE FOR LIVE BAIT
• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS

MEALWORMS • NIGHTCRAWLERS & MORE
Okuma Rods & Reels - Other Selections

NEAR CORNING RAMP

KOM

PAK
1400 STAUNTON AV.

PARKERSBURG, WV
304-428-8461

Open Early  5 AM TO 12 PM
7 DAYS A WEEK

C H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E SC H E A P E S T  T O B A C C O  P R I C E S

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER &
MORE

1400 STAUNTON AV.
PARKERSBURG, WV

304-428-8461

• SHINERS • GOLDFISH • MINNOWS • MEALWORMS
• NIGHTCRAWLERS - TERMINAL TACKLE - RODS & REELS

BEVERAGES
AMISH DELI
HOT DOGS

BEER & MORE

DISCOUNT
TOBACCO

Propane
Filled

many delivery sites needed to 
add the lime each year.  The West 
Virginia DNR provides addition-
al limestone sand, manages the 
streams as stocked or wild trout 
fisheries, monitors water quality 
and conducts research and stream 
surveys. Those reports and recom-
mendations are then incorporated 
into Plum Creek’s forest manage-
ment planning and activities.
  The expansion was announced 
May 4, 2012, at the South Fork of 
the Cherry River and documented 
by the signing of a new partnership 
agreement between the state and 
Plum Creek.  The project will now 
extend to include an additional 3.2 
stream miles and two new liming 
stations. 
  “As we head into the height of 
fishing season and with liming just 
under way for this year, the expan-
sion of the program comes at the 
right time,” said DNR Director 
Frank Jezioro. “The long-term ef-
forts of Plum Creek have made a 
huge positive difference in the sur-
rounding aquatic habitats, and we 
are glad to help the effort expand.”
  According to Jezioro, past lim-
ing efforts by Plum Creek and the 
DNR have already resulted in the 
three-fold increase of fish biomass, 
which is the amount of living mat-
ter or aquatic life in the streams. 

The DNR’s acid stream restoration 
program has received national at-
tention, being highlighted by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service on 
the 75th Anniversary of the Sport 
Fish Restoration Program. 
  As a participant in the Sustain-
able Forestry Initiative® (SFI®), 
Plum Creek is committed nation-
ally to conserving fish and wildlife 

through protection of aquatic and 
riparian habitats, and implement-
ing species-specific wildlife man-
agement plans and cooperative 
conservation projects. 
 Plum Creek is the largest and 
most geographically diverse pri-
vate landowner in the nation with 
approximately 6.6 million acres of 
timberlands in major timber pro-
ducing regions of the United States 
and wood products manufactur-
ing facilities in the Northwest.  



* Areas Largest Stock Of Ammo

* Over 1,400 New Guns in Stock
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E                 D                     L                    PEVERY DAY PRICELOW

196 US 33 East,  ELKINS, WV
(304) 636-3430

SPORTING 
GOODS

with Mounted & Boresighted 
3-9x 40mm Scope

$29900

223     22-250
243      25-06
270     7mm08
308      30-06

All Calibers
In Stock $37900

$35900
Black w/3x9

Camo w/3x9

Stainless w/3x9

We Stock All Henry
Rifles Currently Made

$35900
RUGER SR 22
 

FRONT: Ramp 1 Dot - Rear: Adj 2 Dot
Cal 22LR - Mag 10 + 1  BBL 3.5”

12 In Stock   NEW For 2012

$74900

Coal Miners Tribute Edition 
H004CM Golden Boy

HI POINT PISTOLS

9mm
American 

Made

$16900 82
In Stock

$54900

All Calibers
In Stock

NEW
Vanguard Series #2

Now In Stock

Open 6:30am  Closed Wed. & Sun

Axis XP 
Black Synthetic  Stock Package



RIFLES•SHOTGUNS
PISTOLS•AMMO

BOWS
ARCHERY SUPPLIES

OLD & NEW SPORTS
JACKSON COUNTY’S

OLDEST SPORT STORE

BUY • SELL
TRADE • PAWN

813 Washington St.
RAVENSWOOD, WV

304-273-5855

Rods • Reels & Tackle For:
Bass • Musky • Crappie
Trout • Catfi sh & More

We Do Gun Transfers
Large Selection

LIVE
BAIT

GAME CHECKING
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

HARD TO FIND
AMMUNITION

IN STOCK
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DODD’S SPORTING GOODS
103 North Maple St.

ELLENBORO, WV
304-869-3200

Just Off Rt. 50
Between Parkersburg

And Clarksburg

90 Day
Lay-Away
20% Down

Looking For Hunting Equipment?
Dodd’s Sporting Goods Features

Quality New And Used Guns.

Weatherby • Browning • Kimber • Cooper
 Ruger • Remington • Winchester

Thompson Center • Glock • Springfi eld 
 S&W • Walther • Taurus & More

Archery Supplies
Bowtech • Refl ex • Crossbows

Custom Arrows & Tuning
Easton Arrows

Champion Safes
Fishing Tackle

Rods • Reels & More
Buy • Sell • Trade • Pawn

We Accept Major Credit Cards

Reloading Supplies • Scopes • Holsters
Large Selection of .22 Ammo • Knives

11- 6 Mon to Fri
11- 5 Sat

HI POINT PISTOLS
.380 $119  9MM $159

.40 & .45 $169

New Fishing Tackle In Stock!

Bill “Quick Draw” McGraw landed 
a 39” musky on a buzz bait. They 
landed 4 that day on an unknown 
lake in Jackson County..  Photo cour-
tesy of Old & New Sports in Ravenswood.

www.wvasportsman.net
FREE Online Each Month



CROSSROADS GENERAL STORE
LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF

ROUTE 47 & NEWARK RD.

NEWARK, WV
304-275-4619

• Hunting Supplies • Ammo
• Camo Clothing • Muzzleloaders

• Beverages • Gasoline
 • Food & More

• Fishing Tackle • Musky Lures

Open At 5am-7pm M-Th
5am-8pm Fr

7am-8pm Sat
7am-5pm Sun

Financing Available On Items Over $200
•Long Guns • Safes  90 Days Same As Cash

GUNS
In Stock

Or Ordered

June 2012 ~ Page 11

Safe
Showroom

NEW 
STORE

     
    


 

 
     

     
   
     
    
  

 
 

    
     
       
 
     
   

    

Austin Slack got a Wirt Co. black 
bear.  Photo courtesy of Crossroads Gen-
eral Store near Newark.

Richard Harris used a bow for this 
nice bear.  Photo courtesy of Waterfront 
Sporting Goods inAlderson.

Looks like a battle of the beards.  
Brandon Cox shot a nice gobbler.  
Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in 
Hinton.

and Country Store

Past The Stonewall Jackson Dam Entrance
1 1/2  Miles On The Right

Broken Wheel Campground
Fishing & Hunting

Supplies

304-269-6097

Gifts - Game Room - Playground
Nightly & Monthly Rates
Boat & Camper Storage

LIVE BAIT

I-79  Exit 96
Weston, WV

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman

Details On Page 3



FISHING SEASON
BEGINS AT JERRY’S

Largest Area Selection of 
MATHEWS - HOYT

PSE - PARKER BOWS
         Lots Of Fishing Tackle

Numerous Bows
And Accessories

Over 1,000 Firearms
Shotguns - Rifles - Pistols

10 - 20 - 30 Yard
Indoor Archery Range

Pistol & Rifle
Indoor Gun Range

Complete Line Of Hunting Clothing & Boots
• Scent-lok • ScentBlocker • Under Armour
Carhartt • Columbia • Gamehide • Browning

Mossy Oak • Kings • Georgia & LaCrosse
Womens • Kids and Infant’s Clothing

LAKEWOOD CABINS
Nearby Public Hunting & Fishing
Golf - Biking - Nearby Shopping
 
        • Outside Barbecue Grills
        • Furnished Kitchen
        • Washer & Dryer
        • Peaceful Wooded Area

Between Stonecoal Lake & Stonewall Jackson Lake Resort
 Near Weston, WV

        Reservation Information 304-452-8227

www.TargetJerrys.com

GAME CHECKING STATION - SNACK BAR

TECHNO HUNT INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE
Horner, WV

Georgetown Road - Off  US 33

304-452-8227
6am -9pm DAILY

Flatwoods Outlet Stores
Flatwoods, WV
Exit 67  Off I 79

10am - 9pm Mon - Sat.
Sun.  Noon to 6pm

304-765-5018
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TWO LOCATIONS
Targeting Your Outdoor Needs

Huge Ammo Selection

LARGE SELECTIONS OF RODS • REELS • TACKLE

Huge Selection Of Trout - Bass - Musky Supplies
Rods - Reels - Lures For All Species Of WV Fish

Full
Selection Of

LIVE BAIT
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STUMPTOWN, WV
US HIGHWAY 33

GAME CHECKING
Gas - Tires - Groceries - Hardware

Over 50 Years 
In Business

SEARS 
EXXON

GUNS
• Now
Ordering
• New 
Shipment
Arriving

WV WILD
OUTDOORS

NEW
LOCATION

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
Camo Cothing - Tree Stands - Ammo

Rods & Reels • Daiwa • Quantum • Pfl ueger
Archery • APA • Barnett • Martin • Bear

Camping Equipment

GAME
CHECKING

2 Miles North Of Rt. 60
3069 Millers Ridge Rd.

Off Of Rt. 19
HICO, WV

Former Songer Whitewater Building

(304) 658-4600Mon - Sat 9am to 7pm
Sunday 1pm to 6pm

.380 Cobra Pistol
$150

Turkey Results
SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
Preliminary harvest fi gures for the 
2012 spring gobbler season are in 
and West Virginia hunters checked 
in 8,332 bearded director of the Di-
vision of Natural Resources.  This 
year’s harvest is a 10 percent de-
cline from the 2011 harvest and a 
15 percent decline from the previ-
ous fi ve-year average. 
 Biologists have long recognized 
that the brood counts two years 
prior are fairly accurate predictors 
of harvest since most of the kill is 
composed of two-year old birds. 
Brood production in 2010 was 28 
percent lower than 2009; therefore, 
the 2012 spring harvest was lower 
because fewer birds were available.  
Brood production was higher in 
2011 but still below the long-term 
average. 
  “Because future harvests are de-
pendent on brood production and 
survival, let’s hope for a dry June 
and a more normal spring in 2013, 
if there is such a thing,” said Jezi-
oro.
  The 2012 spring kill is the lowest 
since 1989, when 7,245 birds were 
harvested by hunters.  While all the 
other districts saw a decline in har-
vest, hunters in District 1 (northern 

counties) registered a 7 percent in-
crease over last year. The southern 
districts saw the greatest reduction 

in harvest, with Districts 5 and 4 
declining by 25 and 21 percent, re-
spectively. 

Kurt Starcher shot a gobbler.  Photo 
courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeth.



3-D RANGE - PRACTICE RANGE

INDOOR ARCHERY RANGE

Game Checking
Station

Located On Larkmead Rd
Parkersburg, WV    304-863-6962

Parker

BOONE’S BOW SHOPBOONE’S BOW SHOP
•Archery Shoots

•Leagues
•Group

Discounts
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BEAR

Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selection Of

New and Used Guns

Franchi
Benelli

Glock
Kimber

Gold - Platinum - Silver - Jewelry - Watches
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Safes - And More!

Leupold - Zeiss Scopes

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loans                             Lay-Aways Available

Two Locations To Serve Your Needs
515 Division St.

Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7298

3408 Dudley Av. 
Parkersburg, WV
304-428-7296

3410 Emerson Av.

Now Handling
Reloading 
Supplies

continue to the next page

DNR Stocking 
Catfi sh

 SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources (WVDNR) is stock-
ing more than 8,000 catchable-size 
channel catfi sh during the week of 
May 14, according to WVDNR Di-
rector Frank Jezioro.  This popular 
stocking program provides fi shing 
opportunities at popular and acces-
sible lakes across the state.
  Lakes to be stocked are: Anawalt 
Lake (McDowell Co.), Barbours-
ville Lake (Cabell Co.), Berwind 
Lake (McDowell  Co.), Cacapon 
State Park Lake (Morgan Co.), Ce-
dar Creek State Park Lake (Gilmer 
Co.), Chief Logan State Park Lake 
(Logan Co.),  Conaway Run Lake 
(Tyler Co.), Coopers Rock Lake 
(Monongalia Co.), Edwards Run 
Pond (Hampshire Co.), French 
Creek Pond (Upshur Co.),  Handley 
Pond (Pocahontas Co.), Hurricane 
Lake (Putnam Co.), Indian Rock 
Lake (Nicholas Co.), Krodel Lake 
(Mason Co.), Laurel Lake (Min-
go Co.), Little Beaver State Park 
Lake (Raleigh Co.), Mason Lake 
(Monongalia Co.), Mountwood 
Lake (Wood Co.), North Bend State 
Park Pond (Ritchie Co.), Pendleton 
Lake (Tucker Co.), Pipestem State 
Park Lake (Summers Co.), Tomlin-
son Run State Park Lake (Hancock 
Co.), Wallback Lake (Clay Co.), 

Crystal Jacobs hooked a 36” musky 
on a dough ball.  Photo courtesy of Jer-
ry’s Sporting Goods in Horner.

and Wirt County Farm Pond (Wirt 
Co.).
  As part of a cooperative effort 
with West Virginia State Parks, a 
total of 400 tagged channel catfi sh 
will be stocked into eight state park 
lakes, including: Cacapon State 
Park Lake; Cedar Creek State Park 
Lake; Chief Logan State Park Lake; 
Little Beaver State Park Lake; 
North Bend State Park Pond; Pipe-
stem State Park Lake; Tomlinson 
Run State Park Lake; and Pendle-
ton Lake at Blackwater Falls State 
Park.  
  Anglers catching a tagged catfi sh 
and following the tag instructions 

for reporting the catch will receive 
a “tagged fi sh reward.”  The reward 
is a choice of a ride to Whittaker 
Station at Cass Scenic Railroad or a 
ride to Blennerhassett Island on the 
sternwheeler, The Island Belle.  
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Wayne Harper shot a 13 point buck.  
Photo courtesy of Reese’s Country Store 

Oct. 2010 ~ Page 16

Rt. 2  South of  St. Marys, WV
304-684-2850

2011 Boats Now In Stock
Great Selection Of Used Bass Boats
Jon Boats For 9.9 Lakes Available

G 3 Boats

������������������������

•G 3 Aluminum

Ranger Boats
5 Star Dealer

Top 100

#1 In District Total Horse Power Dealer

after you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open. 
Take a gun from someone only af-
ter you verify that it is unloaded 
and the cylinder or action is open.
  Guns, alcohol and drugs don’t 
mix. Alcohol and drugs can nega-
tively affect judgment as well as 
physical coordination. Alcohol 
and any other substance likely to 
impair normal mental or physical 
functions should not be used before 
or while handling guns. Avoid han-
dling and using your gun when you 
are taking medications that cause 
drowsiness or include a warning to 
not operate machinery while taking 

  The loud noise from a fi red gun 
can cause hearing damage, and 
the debris and hot gas that is often 
emitted can result in eye injury. Al-
ways wear ear and eye protection 

GUNS AND CHILDREN--HAND-
GUN OWNER RESPONSIBILI-

Summary of Safe Storage Laws 

  You may be guilty of a misde-
meanor or a felony if you keep a 
loaded fi rearm within any prem-
ises that are under your custody or 
control and a child under 18 years 

Nov. 24 – Dec. 11 and Dec. 29 – 
31. Bag limits vary among counties 
and will be one, two or four antler-
less deer. Hunters may take only 
one deer per day; therefore, a buck 
and an antlerless deer may not be 

  Black bear seasons have been 
expanded with 10 counties open 
Nov. 22 – Dec. 4 during the buck 
season and concurrent antlerless 
deer season. A hunter may bag one 
bear and one deer on the same day 
during the concurrent seasons in 
those counties. See the 2010-2011 
Hunting and Trapping Regulations    

  All deer must be field tagged and 
checked in within 72 hours of the 
time of kill or within 24 hours of 
the close of the season, whichever 
comes first. Additional deer may 
not be taken until all previously 
taken deer have been checked. 

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. – 
The West Virginia Division of Nat-
ural Resources Wildlife Resources 
Section is requesting original wild-
life art for the 2012 edition of the 
award-winning WVDNR Wildlife 
Calendar, according to WVDNR 
Wildlife Resources Section Chief 
Curtis I. Taylor. The deadline for 
submission of artwork is Febru-
ary 15, 2011.  A high resolution 
electronic image or a 35-mm color 
slide of each entry must be submit-
ted by this date.  Artists may send 
in multiple entries.
  “This is our 27th calendar and it 
offers a wonderful opportunity for 
artists to feature their work.  Be-
sides distribution in West Virginia, 
our calendars are enjoyed by peo-
ple all over the United States and 
are sent to several countries around 
the world,” said Taylor.
  Artists are encouraged to submit 
paintings of a wide variety of wild-
life topics. These may depict popu-
lar game and fish species or feature 
the state’s diverse array of wildlife. 
Paintings depicting lesser-known 
animals such as snakes, frogs, tur-

WV DNR Seeks Paintings For 2012 Calendar

Brandon Plumley caught a 19 1/2 
“ New River smallmouth in Feb.  
Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle in 
Hinton.

tles, salamanders, bats, songbirds, 
small mammals as well as nongame 
fish are also encouraged. 
   Artists are reminded that the cal-
endar format is horizontal with 
measurements of 14 inches by 11 
inches and should keep this ratio 
in mind when creating paintings. 
Paintings not chosen in previous 

years may be resubmitted.  “Just 
because the artwork is not select-
ed one year doesn’t mean it will 
not be selected in the future,” said 
Taylor.  “Often, there are several 
submissions of a particular species 
and only one can be used in a given 
year.”

continue to the next page
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Tammy Darby is pleased with this 
big flathead catfish.

2012

  Anglers who catch a tagged fish 
are asked to return the tag or tag 
number along with information on 
the date of capture, if the fish was 
kept or released, and the name and 
address of the angler to WVDNR, 
2311 Ohio Ave, Parkersburg, WV 
26101.  Anglers also can call in 
the information (304-420-4550) or 
provide the information via e-mail 
dnrfishtags@wv.gov.

Ohio River Team Tournaments
$90 Entry Fee - $10 Big Bass - No Late Fees - Enter At Ramp

June 16 - Moundsville  July 29 - St. Marys
August 12 - Moundsville

September 22 & 23 Championship
Ramp To Be Announced

Scott Light got a great 11 point 
with a bow.
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NEW & USED GUNS

Gold - Musical Instruments - Ammo
Tools - Electronics - Archery - Guns - And More!

Buy - Sell - Trade - Loan

JACKSON 
COUNTY

PAWN

506 WALNUT ST.

RAVENSWOOD, WV
304-273-5961

MON, TUE, THU 10-5, WED 12-6, FRI 10-6, SAT. 10-NOON

HOUSE FOR SALE
3 Bedroom House

Excellent Condition.  Turkey Bone Road 
and Route 15, Monterville.WV

Randolph County.  Less than 1 mile to 
new Elkfork Lake opening in 2012.
5 miles to Elk River at Elk Springs
Resort.  4 miles to 9,000 plus acre

Kumbrabow State Forest.  New roof
and vinyl siding.  4,000 ft. elevation.
Outside dimensions 30x110 ft on 1/4

acre.  $49,900.  Contact Jim or
Betty Wilson.  304-339-6576

bjwilson@frontiernet.net

continue to the next page

Breda Greene, from Ravenswood, 
landed a souther redfi sh.

WVDNR Serches For 
Old Issues

SOUTH CHARLESTON, W.Va. 
– Since its inception in 1937, when 
it was called West Virginia Conser-
vation, readers have treasured the 
monthly issues of Wonderful West 
Virginia magazine. Many people 
have saved back issues for genera-
tions. Now, the West Virginia Divi-
sion of Natural Resources, which 
publishes Wonderful West Virginia, 
is asking for help in fi nding copies 
of about 65 specifi c issues to be 
included in the magazine’s offi cial 
archives.
   “People tell us that their dad kept 
every issue of the magazine; we just 
can’t throw them out,” said Mike 
Bryant with WVDNR. Noting that 
most issues have been archived on 

the www.wvdnr.gov website un-
der the link “WWV Magazine Ar-
chives,” Bryant is issuing a request 
for help from subscribers.
   “We’d like them to look in those 
boxes of treasures stuffed under 

beds and in attic corners for older 
issues of Wonderful West Virginia 
Magazine. The digital archive re-
quires scanning of an actual mag-
azine issue and there are several 
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WABASH TRADING POST
CHAINSAW ART FIGURES

MUSKY 
LURES

Over 170
Cobb’s Lures
• Jones & More

Custom Made 
Chainsaw
Art Figures

• In Stock & Made 
To Order

101 Front Street
WEST UNION, WV

(304) 873-2319
E-Mail: wabashtradingpost@gmail.com

Hunting & Fishing Supplies
• Rods & Reels (Reel Repair)
• Air Gun Hunting Rifl es (Gunsmith)
• Ammunition  -  Archery Equipment
• Knives - Handmade Knives
• Fishing Tackle - Lures 
• Live Bait  - Consignment Sales

OPEN 9am-6pm Mon - Sat
1pm-6pm Sun

GUNS

21 Country Market
Live Bait & Tackle
* Minnows ~ Crawlers
*Mealworms ~ Shiners

* GAME CHECKING
* HUNTING & FISHING LIC.

Everything you need for
a day on the water!

372-9697
Rt. 21 North  Ripley, WV 

Jayco
2456 Route 21 South

RIPLEY, WV
866-372-1323www.newadventurerv.com

Chester Moore, from Walton, 
hooked a 20 pound, 8 oz. musky.

issues we just don’t have to com-
plete the entire archive. About 900 
issues have been published over 
the past 75 years. We’re hoping 
families that have held on to the 
magazine throughout the years are 
willing to part with specifi c months 
that we’re searching for so we can 
complete our digital fi les.”
  Wonderful West Virginia maga-
zine shares stories, information and 
images of the Mountain State.  The 
photography in the magazine illus-
trates what words sometimes fail to 
describe – the beauty found in the 
Mountain State.
   Beginning as West Virginia Con-
servation from 1937 -1967, in 
March 1967 the magazine was re-
titled Outdoor West Virginia and 
retained that name until January 
1970, when the name changed to 
Wonderful West Virginia and it is 
still printed under that name today.
   Individuals wishing to help the 
WVDNR to complete the digital 
archives by donating missing is-
sues may contact Mike Bryant at 
324 4th Avenue, South Charles-
ton WV 25303 or email mike.
d.bryant@wv.gov.  Wonderful 
West Virginia is published monthly 
by the West Virginia Division of 
Natural Resources. 
Specifi c Issues of West Virginia 
Magazine Needed for Archives
1937 – 1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941 

Jared Sturgeon had success with 
this 6 pound, 5 oz. largemouth.

continue to the next page



Burnsville DocksBurnsville Docks

FISHING BOAT 
RENTALS

www.burnsvilledocks.com

New Owners:
Dee & Brenda

Baird

Eakins Jigs
Ardent Reels
Hawg Caller

 Rods & Reels
Yamamoto & More

304-853-2822
~LIVE BAIT~

Gasoline • Marine Supplies
Bass Fishing Tackle
Catfishing Supplies

G. Loomis
ROD SALE

PONTOON
RENTALS

Drinks & Snacks
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                Full Moon Team Challenge

Mail To:
Bass Sportsman

PO Box 5521
Vienna, WV 26105

304-295-8450
wvsport@wirefire.com

BOATER___________________________________________________

PARTNER__________________________________________________

  Send In $25 Each For Advanced 
Registration Fee  (TOTAL)______

$1,500 1st Place
Based On 50 Boats
Number Of Places

Paid Based On # Boats

$125 Entry Fee
Send In $25 Advanced

Registration Fee - Secures Boat # 
Pay The CASH

Balance At The Ramp

• 6 Fish Limit
• 6 Oz. Penalty Dead Bass
• Courtesy Board
• Obey DNR Rules
• No Live Bait
• Complete Rules Clip Out & Mail At Least 4 Days Before The Event

July 7
Sept. 1

Night Tournaments
7:30PM to 7AM
Battlerun Ramp

7/7______    9/1______

No Late Fee For 
Entering At The Ramp

1942 – January, February, March, 
and April 
1943 – June 
1945 – January, February, March
1946 – January and February
1947 – All issues 
1948 – February 
1949 – April, June, July, August, 
September, December 
1950 – February, March, May, 
June, July, October, November
1951 – August
1952 – May
1953 – October
1954 – March
1955 – January, February, May, 
June, July
1956 – March, May
1957 – August
1958 – January, October
1961 – April, June, October
  Issues contributed to this project 
will not be returned. Individuals 
assisting in recovery of these select 
issues will receive a small gift of 
appreciation. To learn more about 
or to subscribe to Wonderful West 
Virginia Magazine, visit www.
wonderfulwv.com or call 304-558-
9152.

Bill Longwell hooked a 43” musky at Burnsville Lake.  Photo courtesy of 
Burnsville Docks on the lake.

Advertise In The
W. Va. Sportsman
Details On Page 3

Summersville
Lake
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LARGE SELECTION OF JON BOATS AVAILABLE
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• A/C
• TV - DVD
• Barbecue Grill
• Large Porch Area

• Easy Access
• Great View Of Lake
• Fully Equipped Kitchen
   Including Dishwasher

For More Info & Reservations

304-269-5813

NOW BOOKING
FOR SPRING & SUMMER

SEASON RENTALS
Easy Access To Public

Hunting Areas.  15,000 Acres
On Stonewall Jackson & 3,000

Acres On Stonecoal

LAKE VIEW CABINS
Overlooking Stonewall Jackson Lake
~ 100 Yards From The Boat Ramp ~

Stay with us while you enjoy the Stonewall Jackson Lake area.  Min-
utes from the state park which offers the Arnold Palmer Golf Course 
and boat rentals.  Also, 1 1/2 milesfrom Stonecoal Lake Wildlife Area 

(public hunting & fishing).  Only 6 miles from
I-79 exit 96 or 4.5 miles from Rt. 33 - Corridor H - near Weston, WV
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GUN SHOP & HEATED INDOOR RANGE
Over 29 Years Of Service!
Always  On “Target”

NRA
Firearms
Safety

Classes
Home
Of The

“Gun Guys”

3647 Collins Ferry Road
Morgantown,  WV

304-599-1556

MARSTILLER’S
2563 RITTER DRIVE

On Rt. 19
SHADY SPRING, WV

304-763-3109

JBC ARCHERY
INDOOR SHOOTING RANGE

Hoyt • Darton • PSE • Alpine
20 Yard Indoor Range • Ammo
Complete Archery Pro Shop

Arrows - Muzzleloaders - Fishing
10 am to 6pm Mon - Thur & Sat

10am to 5pm Friday

Game
Check

www.wvasportsman.net    It’s FREE

Chris Hatfield will not be sharing 
this rainbow with any McCoy’s.

www.jbcarchery.com

BACK ISSUES FROM 2006 ON ARE THERE TOO

Ronnie Huffman landed a whopper catfish.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tackle 
in Hinton.
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PARK CENTER
SPORTING GOODS

Remington • Winchester • Weatherby • Browning • Rossi 

Kimber • T-C Encore • Traditions • CVA • Thompson Center
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raztech • M

arlin • EA
A • Liberty 

514 Park Center
RAINELLE, WV
304-438-5660

Mathews • G5
Bear • PSE • Mission

Parker

BOW
SHOP

Hunting
Boots

Gun Cases

BUY • TRADE • PAWN

Guns • Pistols • Bows • Knives
Safes • Fishing Rods & Reels

Tackle • Camo Clothing • Scents
Gortex Clothing • Dog Supplies

Trapping • Custom Arrows • More
BOOTS BY: LaCrosse - Rocky - Georgia 

 Browning - Matterhorn - Irsih Setter - Danner

9AM to 8PM Daily
12:30PM to 5PM Sun

Liberty &
Heritage Safes

SPORTING 
GOODS

LIVE BAIT
• MINNOWS - WORMS - MORE
• RODS & REELS - TACKLE
    BASS - CATFISH - TROUT
• ARCHERY BOWS • SUPPLIES
• CAMPING EQUIPMENT
• SPORTING GOODS
• HUNTING SUPPLIES

304-872-4141
9AM TO 6PM MON-SAT.

1PM TO 6PM SUN

JOHNSON’S

3003 WEBSTER RD.
SUMMERSVILLE, WV

New & Useed Guns

Free On The Internet - www.wvasportsman.net

Fishing Boats 

AJ Starcher landed a 35 pound flat-
head catfish.  Photo courtesy of Jarrett’s 
Bait in Elizabeth.

Bethany Wolfe caught a 4 1/2 
pound smallmouth.  Photo courtesy of  
Cardinal Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

Dwayne Bowman hooked a 6 
pound largemouth bass.
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Make Those Outdoor
Memories Last A Lifetime

23 Years Experience

304-473-0752

Off Hall Rd. On
Black Ford Road

Buckhannon, WV

 Accepting Major Credit Cards

Full Time/Award Winning  Master 
Taxidermist  Rick Dunlap

Kim Birchfield likes to go to the New Martinsville dam to catch big Ohio 
River hybrid bass.  This was a very large one. 

Maddy Birchfield landed an Ohio 
River hybrid bass. 

Ben Thaxton went to Salt Creek 
Preserve in Ohio for a boar.

PONTOON BOAT HEADQUARTERS

PRICES BELOW INCLUDE: Honda 50 4-STROKE, TRAILER,
STORAGE COVER, FREIGHT, PREP, AND MUCH MORE!

I-64 Exit 8, then 4.5 miles south
Lavalette, West Virginia

www.thegreatoutdoorsmarine.com
(304)525-4556

18’ 20’20’

$199/MO.*

22’

$22,999$22,999$20,999$20,999

24’

#1 PONTOON DEALER IN WV

*Payments include WV tax & title fees.
120 Months, 6.99%, 10% down, W.A.C.

$255/MO.*$233/MO.*

$17,985$17,985$17,485$17,485$194/MO.*

Always wear a personal flotation device while
boating, and read your owner’s manual.

BOATS POWERED BY Honda OUTBOARDS

(Prices are subject to change.)

Proof Quality. Not suitable for printing.



MID - STATE 
CHEVROLET BUICK
I 79 Exit 67    Sutton, WV

888-212-5657

Kings Of The Lakes
Team Bass Tournament

2 Day
Tournament

• One Entry Fee

No Team
Limit

Guaranteed 1st and $175 1st & $125 2nd
Daily Big Bass - No Fee On Big Bass

$125 Per Team
August 18 & 19

Sutton - Day 1
Burnsville - Day 2

$500 Ranger Cup
Bonus Money

Mid-State Marina
Sutton, WV  800-640-7329

Ranger •G3 Boats
ATV - Sales & Service

$1,500*

Gassoway, WV
304-841-2550

   Mountaineer
  Log & Veneer

Sutton, WV

Flatwoods Days Hotel
Restaurant - Buffet

866-700-7284
Sutton Lane Motel

304-765-7351
Both Are Off I 79 Exit 67

Sutton, WV

BURNSVILLE DOCKS
      On The Lake
  Burnsville, WV
   304-853-2822

Fisher Auto Parts
1600 Sutton Lane

Sutton, WV
304-765-5614

Hometown Pizza
65 Mike & Ikes Plaza

I 79  Exit 79     Burnsville, WV
304-713-3034

NAPA Auto Parts
Burnsville Auto Parts

I 79  Exit 79  Burnsville, WV
304-853-2355

Lockards  ATV
Kawasaki - Polaris - John Deere
I 79  Exit 67    Flatwoods, WV

304-765-5295

Boat Rental
Fishing Tackle
Rods • Reels

www.theboss97fm.com

    Braxton County
   CVB

     304-765-3300
245 Skidmore Lane

Sutton,WV
www.braxtonwv.org

700 Elk St. - Gassaway
304-364-5138

316 Walbash Ave - Burnsville
304-853-2711

1960 Sutton Lane - Sutton
304-765-0110

101A West Main St. - Sutton
304-765-2866

2034 Main St. - Clay
304-587-4200

Low Interest Rates For
Boats & RV’s

www.bankofgassaway.com

Bank of  Gassaway

Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City____________________ St___  Zip______ eMail_________________

Mail In or Email
For An Entry Form
wvsport@wirefire.com

CLIP OUT & MAIL TO   BASS SPORTSMAN  PO BOX 5521  VIENNA, WV 26105
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MID - STATE MARINA
Route 19 North

Sutton,wv
Phone:  (304) 765-7325   (800) 640-7329

Suzuki
Honda

Yamaha 
Can-Am

ATV’s                    Motorcycles            

Rt. 33 East
Buckhannon, WV

304-472-4824
www.supersmittys.com
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IT’S BOAT SEASON AT MID-STATE MARINA

G3
Aluminum

Matt Romine landed a 26” drum in 
the Little Kanawha.  Photo courtesy 
of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeeth.

SPENCER'S
TAXIDERMY

304-824-3745
OVER 39 YEARS
 EXPERIENCE

BIRDS, FISH, ANTLERS
LIFE-SIZE MOUNTS, GAMEHEADS

WEST HAMLIN,WV
ACCROSS FROM THE POST OFFICE
FULL TIME TAXIDERMY SERVICE

Josh Compton went to Marshall 
County for a big gobbler.

Revelle’s Family 
& Shavers Fork
Campgrounds 

U.S. Rt 33  9 Miles East Of

  ELKINS, WV
     Pool At Shavers Fork Campground

   Stocked Trout Fishing Stream
             Cottages & Cabins

350 Camp
Sites

For Reservations:

304-636-0023
1-877-988-2267

P.O. Box 96
Bowden, WV

26254  

continue to the next page

  In the mid-fi fties Jim Wheeler 
met Marlea Miller while attending 
Lost Creek High School in Harri-
son County.  Jim graduated in 1958 
and married Marlea after she grad-
uated in 1959.  “Jim was my one 
and only suitor in life.” she says 
with a twinkle in her eye.
  They set up housekeeping in Mt. 
Clare, in Harrison County.  Jim 
drove a truck for National Auto for 

Wheeler’s
Family Affair

By Jim Wilson

some 11 years.  One day a friend of 
Jim’s named Buck Fulks said that 
he knew of a small business that 
might be for sale in Elkins.  Fulks 
knew that Wheeler hungered to go 
into business for himself.
  It turned out the business was a 
small sporting goods shop located 
across the street from the Federal 
Building in downtown Elkins.  It 
was, in fact, for sale.  Wheeler and 
the owner, Buck Currence, worked 
out a deal.  Currence agreed to stay 
for 30 days and teach Wheeler the 
“ropes.”
  While he was learning the busi-
ness, the Wheelers put their Har-
rison County home on the market.  
“Buck was a wonderful mentor to 
Jim.  And Jim was so enthused and 
excited he ‘ate, slept and drank’ the 
30 days that Buck stayed on.”  says 
Marlea.

  Their home in Mt. Clare sold and 
the Wheelers moved to Elkins.  An 
apartment above the store was part 
of the deal between Wheeler and 
Currence.  So Jim, Marlea and their 
two young sons, David and Brian, 
took up residence in the apart-
ment.
  In refl ection, Jim muses, “At this 
point we didn’t have two pennies 
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Parker’s Safe Sales
80 to 90
In Stock

In Home Delivery - Up or Down
Tri-States Largest Safe Distributor

S & G Certified Locksmith
Since 1958 - New WVU Safes

740-484-4572
Exit 208 I-70  S. on SR 149-2.7 Miles

Belmont, Ohio

Murray’s
Lures & Trapping Supplies

304-275-TRAP
www.murrayslures.com

UPS Service Available
Trapping • Lure Scents • Oils • Urine • Traps • Triggers
Baseplates • T-bar Springs • Links • Trapline Supplies
Trap Holders • Trap Bedder • Trap Tags • Snaring Books
Fleshing Tool • Push Pins • Sure Locks • Boots & Clothing
Game Calling Supplies • Assorted Books • Videos and Much More
Hawbaker • Carman’s • Burkhart’s • Sleepy Creek • Duke • Bridger 
    Call or Visit Our Website - Shipments Will Be Sent UPS

RIVERVIEW DOG
SUPPLIES & FEED

• BLAZER
• NITE LITE
• COMPETITION
• DOG BOXES & HOUSES
• ABOVE GROUND KENNELS

• DC 30 & 40 GARMIN

BAGS OF CORN
DOG FEED

DOG SUPPLIES
TRAIL CAMERAS

AMMUNITION
FEED FOR ALL ANIMALS

“Anything for the Houndsman”

1 Mile West of 

Grantsville, WV
304-532-2174
304-354-7014

CHEAT TROUT TRIPS
Guide Trips From Rowlesburgh Up 

& Including The 5 Forks Of The 
Cheat River Through The

Monongalia National Forest

For Info Call:
304-864-3390

3751 Cladesville Rd
Independence, WV

26374

• Catfish Trips

Brad Fortner hooked a big catfish 
at this pay lake.  Photo courtesy of Cat-
fish Paradise near Marietta, Ohio.

continue to the next page

to rub together.  Every penny we 
had was put into the business.  We 
didn’t know a soul in Elkins.  It was 
either succeed or starve.  But I was 
excited - - having my own business 
was a lifelong dream.  I wasn’t go-
ing to fail!”
  Marlea worked side-by-side with 
Jim for the next 12 years.  Marlea 

made her schedule bend  around 
the boys schooling and parental 
needs.  She and Jim would take the 
boys to the river every chance they 
had.  And the boys enjoyed being 
around the store during business 
hours.  This especially pleased Jim 
as he wanted to pass the business 
on to them at some point in time.
  Wheeler proved to be a true vi-
sionary in the retail business.  He 
realized that Elkins was the hub of 
just about everything that had to 
do with the “outdoors world.”  He 
foresaw a market to sell hunting and 
fishing supplies on a large scale to 
the public.  He received a commit-
ment from his youngest son, Brian, 
to strive towards this goal.
  Through the 1970’s and 80’s 
Wheeler’s was a very successful 
enterprise.  Jim had learned that 
to succeed in the retail business 
required long hours, wise buying, 
competitive pricing and a complete 
knowledge of your products.
   By the early 90’s Wheeler’s Sport-

ing Goods had outgrown its loca-
tion.  Jim bought property on Route 
33 East in Elkins.  The Wheelers 
sold the store including the apart-
ment.  They bought a home and in 
1995 Wheeler built a new 8000 sq. 
ft., two story building.
  The new facility opened in Oc-
tober, 1995.  The 4000 sq. ft. mail 
floor showroom was chock full of 
brand name hunting and fishing 
supplies.
  First time shoppers at the new 

Junior Golden went to Florida for 
this big bass.  Photo courtesy of Middle 
Mountain Sporting Goods in Elkins.



June 2012 ~ Page 26

Hillbilly Hunting Beagles
AKC Pups & Hunting Dogs

Garmin GPS • Diamond Deluxe • Tri-Tronics 
King • Easy Loader • Vinyl Flooring Wire For Kennels
David Dewees (304) 545-3820  Curt Casto (304) 988-0482

2178 Fishers Ridge, Kenna, WV  25248

GROVE MARINEGROVE MARINE

304-547-5044
7 MILES EAST OF WHEELING TUNNELS

MIDDLE CREEK ROAD

Triadelphia, WV

Financing Available
~ Your Full Service Dealer ~

OMC
merCruiser
Volvo Penta
Minn Kota
Evinrude
Mercury
Tohatsu

9am to 5pm M-F
Sat 10am to Noon

store were dazzled when they 
came through the doors.  Before 
them were aisle after aisle of well 
stocked merchandise.  Some would 
browse for an hour or more.  Jim 
says with a wry smile, “Customers 
would tell me they felt like kids in 
a candy store.”
  In that era one of Wheeler’s best 
selling merchandise was black 
powder products.  Pistols, long 
rifles, black powder and powder 
horns.  Wheeler says, “We were 
the largest Tradition brand distrib-
utor in the state.  We stocked over 
400 muzzleloaders and in excess of 
300 powder horns.  We also had 87 
numbers of reloading powder on 
hand.  We were ready for the seri-
ous black powder enthusiast.”
  The upstairs 4000 sq. ft. was used 
for inventory.
  Let’s get back to Marlea (we’d 
best not let the Big Boss linger too 
long in the background!).  After 
working next to her husband from 
1972 to 1984, Marlea had a secret 
yearning of her own.  She desired 
to have her own retail business - - 
more specifically, a ladies apparel 
store.

Cole Braskey, 8 years old, shot hi 
1st bird.  Photo courtesy of Cardinal 
Pawnbrokers in Beckley.

  “The boys were old enough to help 
Jim.  I had $12,000 seed money 
saved up.  To be completely honest, 
it was just going to be a hobby.  We 
were pretty much financially secure 
by then.  So I had Jim’s blessing to 
give it a go.”
  It would turn out Marlea was a vi-
sionary in her own right.  She fore-
saw a need for a “moderate to bet-
ter” quality apparel store in Elkins.
  She found a small empty build-
ing in a strip mall just off Elkins’ 
busy north-south five-lane.  She 
signed a lease and named her store:  
Marlea’s.  She stocked her store 
with brand name clothing such as 
Columbia, Woolrich and Tribal.  
It was a success almost from the 
start.  “I had absorbed so much re-

tail knowledge working with Jim 
that it was easy - - no breaking in 
stress, just fun.  Elkins did indeed 
have a demand for a cut above ap-
parel.”
  Marlea soon outgrew this build-
ing and leased the one right next 
door that had two stories and more 
than triple square footage as her 
old store.
  The new store was too much to 
handle for one person, so Marlea 
hired what would prove to be her 
Girl Friday, Lynda Stottlemeyer.  
“Lynda has now been with me for 
16 years.  She knows the business 
upside-down and sideways, and 
she’s a worrier.  I tease her for wor-
rying, but I couldn’t do without 

continue to the next page



PC BAIT & TACKLE

PC Bait & Tackle  304-466-1444

L
I
V
E

B
A
I
T

REELS
RODS

HUGE SELECTION OF LIVE BAIT
Minnows- Hellgramites - Lizards - Worms

Goldfish - Shiners - Meal & Wax Worms - More

Tackle By: Warden • Super Duper • Strike King
Berkley • Mepps • Owner • Zoom • Yum • Gamakatsu
Tru-Turn • Zoom • Trout Magnet • Eagle Claw • Daiwa
Cabin Creek • Shakespeare • St. Croix • Zebco • Case
Ugly Stik • Gitzit • Rebel • Heddon • Rapala & More!

Archery Bows & Supplies • Musky Tackle • Marine Products

250 Greenbrier Drive - HINTON, WV
Greenbrier Chalets

On The Greenbrier River
www.greenbriercabins.com

304-466-3536

Pipestem Country Campgounds
On Rt. 20

www.pipestemcamping.com
304-466-9121
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Jerrad Terral hooked a smallmouth 
bass.  Photo courtesy of PC Bait & Tack-
le in Hinton.

New Building Tin
3’ x 8’ - $12 per Sheet
3’ x 10’ - $14.25 per Sheet
3’ x 12’ - $16.75 per Sheet

26
Ga.

All Types of New & Used Steel
Square Tubing & Pipes

Plywood
3/4 - $23
1/2 - $16

O.S.B.
3/4 - $22
5/8 - $19

T-111
5/8 - $26

Luan - $9.25
2x4 2x6 2x8 2x10 All Sizes

Stocking Treated Lumber
Prices Subject To Change

We Buy Ginseng
Copper • Brass • Iron

& Other Metals

RRHAMCO
Rt. 2 Box 484
Grafton, WV 304-265-0026

Rubber Roofing Cut To Size
12’ - $17  10’- $14  8’ - $12

WE BUY SCRAP METAL

NEW 17 Pitch - 4 Blade
Michigan Brand

Stainless Propeller
       And Hubs

  • Ideal 70 to 135 HP
CALL 304-482-7217
  WILL DELIVER $275

coniinue to the page 33

her.”
  Back to Jim and Brian.  Wheel-
er’s was also finding more suc-
cess as time went on.  In the early 
2000’s Jim leased out his 8000 sq. 
ft. building and built a new 12,200 
sq. ft. structure on his own property 
right next door to the old store.
  Since moving into the new lo-
cation Wheeler’s has flourished, 
mainly with the addition of a cou-
ple new lines of products.
  Jim says, “Eight years ago, Wal-
Mart made a corporate decision to 
stop selling hand guns in its loca-
tions nationwide.  A light bulb went 
off in my head.”
  Wheeler was not required to have a 
federal firearms permit to sell black 
powder muzzleloaders, but would 
need one in order to sell firearms.  
So he acquired a firearms license 
and promptly ordered 87 pistols 
and rifles.  Since that initial order 
he bought 8000 pistols, shotguns 
and rifles - - and sold over 7000.  
Presently they keep 1400 firearms 
in stock at all times.
  Around the same time as the fire-
arms transition, Brian had been dab-
bling in automobile sound systems.  
This was on a personal basis as he 
had trouble finding equipment for 

his own use.  Soon after, the retail 
mantra of supply and demand took 
over.  At first Brian ran his sideline 
business out of his home.  Father 
Jim was so impressed with Brian’s 
success that he ask him to move 
everything into the new store.  
Presently 1800 sq. ft. of the main 
store showroom of 6100 sq. ft. is 
Wheeler’s Audio.  Brian carries top 
line sound systems which include 
Rockford, Fosgate and Memphis 
Car Radio.
  In 2004, Jim told Marlea, “I’m 
tired of you paying rent.  I’m going 
to build you a new two-story store Reese Bonnett, from Mt. Nebo, 

hooked 2 nice smallmouth bass.



WV’s #1 Selling GM Dealer

MID-STATE CHEVROLET

         CHEVY CRUZE

CHEVY SILVERADO

Ranked #5 In The Nation
In Chevy Silverado Sales

BUICK REGAL

Buy From The #1 GM Dealer In The State
Or At Least Shop The #1 Dealer In The State Before You Buy!

* MID-STATE
CHEVY

EVERYONE’S SAVING MONEY
IN FLATWOODS

STOCK ‘EM DEEP......SELL ‘EM CHEAP!

MID-STATE CHEVROLET BUICK
OFF I 79  EXIT 67 (FLATWOODS)

www.midstatechevy.com Open:  Mon-Fri 9am to 7pm  Sat 9am to 5pm  Sun 1pm to 5pm

304-765-3988304-765-3988
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Huge Selection Of Chevrolet & Buick Vehicles

1-866-212-1064



    

“Where The Big Cats Swim”
4 Miles North of Belpre, Ohio on St. Rt. 7

at Veto Road Intersection
(740) 373-0686

 Catfi sh Paradise has stocked lots of  catfi sh  this season.  
Our bait shop carries a full line of bait, tackle and snacks.

Big Fish Of The Week Jackpot

FLATHEAD - BLUE - CHANNEL
Weekend Tournaments:  

Fri - Sat Shootout 8pm to 2am • $10 Buy-in = Hourly winners
Catfish Buddy Tournaments Every Tuesday Night

$13.00 For 12 Hours Of Fishing (2 Poles)
     Includes All Jackpots
     24 Hours Of Fishing (2 Poles) - $21

CATFISH PARADISECATFISH PARADISE

Located Just Across The River From Parkersburg, WV
May 2012~ Page 29

Tagged Fish - $1,500 Worth
July 4th Tournament
$55 Buy In Noon to 9pm

Hourly Winners

NOW
OPEN

www.catfi shparadiseohio.com                                On Facebook catfi sh.paradise

Join
The
Fun!

8:30am to 8:00pm
Mon-Thur & Sun

Fri - Sat 8am to 2:30 am

BAIT
SHOP

Now Stocking

BASS
Tackle

STOP IN FOR

LIVE
BAIT



June 2012 ~ Page 30

CABIN RENTAL

RT. 33 East
Just Before The 4 Lane
ELKINS, WV
304-636-5569

Cold Beer
Beverages

Snack Items
Hot Dogs

Hamburgers
Pepperoni Rolls

Discount Tobacco

“NEW Giant Selection Of Fishing Tackle In Stock”
PSE & MARTIN Bows • Expert Bow Tuning • Ammo

Rage - Muzzy - Boss - Wasp - Allen Broadheads
Custom Arrows & Fletching - Moultrie Deer Feeders

Georgia Boots - Tree Stands - Dog Supplies - Trapping

LIVE BAIT
Minnows • Wax Worms
Night Crawlers & More

5AM to 9PM
7 Days A Week

Fishing Rods & Reels
Tackle - Trout Baits - Custom Flies
Nitro • Mike’s • Joe’s Flies • Berkley

ROCK
CAVE 
IGA

Intersection of
Rt. 4 & 20

Rock Cave, WV
924-5296
Groceries

Fresh Meat & Produce
Propane  Exchange

 

All Hunters & Fishermen
Check Us Out

Open Mon - Sat 8am to 8pm  Sun Noon to 5PM

Beverages & Snacks

North Mountain Vacation Rentals
Located Off Rt.28/55 on Smokehole Rd.

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   304-257-5411
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.com

                     Near CABINS, WV
                   
                   866-999-2892

www.northmountainrentals.comwww.northmountainrentals.com

Hunters and
Fishermen 
Welcome.

22 North Locust Street

Buckhannon, WV 
26201

(304) 472-4100

Young Briar Higgins, with Matt, 
caught a 5 1/2 pound rainbow trout.  
Photo courtesy of Middle Mountain Sport-
ing Goods in Elkins.

Josh Compton, from Ritchie Co., 
went to Alaska for a silver salmon.  

Caleb Richards hooked 3 big drum 
in the Little Kanawha River.  Photo 
courtesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeth.



CARDINAL
PAWNBROKERS • SPORTING GOODS

1221 S. EISENHOWER DRIVE
B E C K L E Y,  W V
304-253-7357

“Get Ready For Hunting Season With Our Large Selections”

  Archer y  Pro  Shop

Bow Tuning • Custom Arrows • Accessories

MORRELL Targets
Parker • Carbon Express

Stryker Crossbows
• Guns  •  Ammo  • Scopes

• Fishing Tackle  

“We Trade Guns”

Mathews  Bowtech  Parker  
Diamond  Mission G5 Prime

Indoor Test
Shooting Range
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Don Salisbury went to Florida for 
an Osceola turkey.  Photo courtesy of 
Crossroads General Store near Newark.

Mark Powell hooked a 6 1/2 pound  
Little Kanawha walleye.  Photo cour-
tesy of Jarrett’s Bait in Elizabeth. 

Chris Edwards caught a nice cat-
fish.  Photo courtesy of  Catfish Paradise 
outside of Marietta, Ohio.

Vintage Stone Of WV
www.vintagestonewv.com

Best Price - Best Quality & Better Selections
Guaranteed Installation Of Veneering Stone.

Patio’s, walkways, indoor and outdoor fireplaces,
outdoor kitchens, hardscapes.  We also offer easy to 

install-mortarless rock panel systems.

Building Stone
Veneer

  Favorite Among
  Architects
  Designers

  Home Owners
  Builders

     

Quick Stack
Random Stack
River Bottom
Field Stone
Limestone

Appalachian Cut
Rubble

Classic Stack
And More

Route 3
NIMITZ, WV

304-466-3077

Installations
In WV & Area

FREE ESTIMATES
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 • Viper Archery • Muzzy • G5 • Wildlife Research • Merrell
Code Blue • Carbon Express • Hunters Specialties • Summit • Rage

Ammunition • Guns (Ordered) • Full Line Archery
  - Nightcrawlers - Meal Worms • More

  Bass - Musky - Trout - Panfish Lures

ON LAUREL CREEK ROAD 4.5 MILES OFF OLD ST. MARYS PIKE

OBSESSION
BOWTECH

PSE
DIAMOND

Mon - Fri 10-7
Sat 10-6

Closed Sun

              OUTDOOR ARCHERY RANGE COMING SOON
        PARKERSBURG, WV  304-375-2070

Drinks Snacks www.madsportinggoods.com

8 year old Payton Gwynn shot his 
first turkey.  Photo courtesy of Cross-
roads General Store near Newark.

235 Haven Lane, Roanoke, WV  26447 
 phone:  304-269-3459 or 866-652-3379 

email:  info@hillbillyhavenwv.com 
website:  www.hillbillyhavenwv.com 

First-class vacation cabins conveniently 
located one mile off Interstate 79, Exit 91, 
one mile south on US 19 toward lake 

Call or visit website for rates, additional 
information, and policies.  A 50% deposit is 
required for reservations.  Major credit 
cards are accepted. 

Situated on 50 wooded acres in beautiful Central West Virginia, just  
two minutes from Stonewall Jackson Lake and Stonewall Resort 

Hi l l b i l l y  Haven  Log  Ca b in  Ren ta l s 

 Recently built log cabins are exceptionally 
clean and beautifully decorated to be your 
home away from home 

 Private, romantic, remote, peaceful and 
safe environment 

 Honeymoon cabins with hot tub sleep two 
 Four person cabins have full bed 

downstairs and two twin beds in loft 
 Six person cabins have king or queen bed 

and two full beds, whirlpool tub or hot tub, 
dishwasher, and washer and dryer 

 Eight person cabins have four bedrooms, 
two baths, and an eight person hot tub 

 Accessible cabin available 
 Fully equipped kitchen with dishes, 

cookware, refrigerator, microwave, 
toaster, and coffee maker 

 Satellite tv and dvd player 
 Gas log fireplace and air conditioning 
 Full bath with shower  
 Linens and other amenities provided 
 Picnic table, fire ring, gas grill, stocked 

ponds, playground, and horseshoe pits 
 Convenience store onsite with gift shop, WV 

souvenirs, and many unique hillbilly gifts  
 Open 365 days a year 
 Stonewall Resort with fine restaurants and 

Arnold Palmer Signature Golf Course, and 
2,650 acre Stonewall 
Jackson Lake with 
all types of water 
recreation, fishing, 
and hunting, just 
two minutes away 

Leah Adkins hooked a 4 pound 
largemouth bass.  Photo courtesy of 
PC Bait & Tackle in Hinton.

MR. CLEAN BOW SHOP
*LIVE MINNOWS

  NEW INDOOR BOW RANGE   -   FISHING TACKLE

Bows - Arrows - Sights - Quivers - Rests - Rods
        Martin • PSE • Quest • Crossbows
  Nite Lite - Hunting Supplies • Live Bait
            305 N. Lewis St. - GLENVILLE, WV  304-462-8688

M-Sat 9-9
Sun 9-5

NEW
LOCATION
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Complete Convenience Store • Beer • Beverages
Hot Dogs • Snacks & More

“Where You Get Great In-Town Service...Out Of Town”

GAME CHECKING
 ROBERTS RIDGE RD. OFF RT. 2

MOUNDSVILLE, WV

HOLMES MARKET 304-845-0502

Sure Catch
Fish Farm
5 Miles North Of 
ELKINS,WV

Old Rt. 219
Stalnaker Rd.

304-636-1278
Open Fri/Sat 9am to Dark

Sat to 12am Catfishing
Sun 12:30pm to Dark

Open Weekdays
By Appointment

2 PONDS
Catfish/Trout

Young Jordan Bender hooked sev-
eral trout.  Photo courtesy of Sure Catch 
Fish Farm in Elkins.

Fred Dennison, from Canvas, killed 
a 345 pound black bear - his 1st.  

Elza’s Cycle & ATV
Fishing Tackle

LIVE BAIT
• Minnows • Wax Worms

• Green & Regular Nightcrawlers
• Meal Worms & More

Sales & Service
For All Makes and Models:
Honda - Suzuki - Arctic Cat
Polaris - Yamaha - Kawasaki

Can-Am & More

American Racer
Dirt Track

Renegade Fuel
WPS • MSR
EBC • HJC

Maxxis • Dunlop
and More

1023 Beverly Pike

ELKINS, WV  
304-617-2100

www.supermach.com

Sales Of:
SuperMach 
ATV • UTV 

Youth Models

Trout Magnets 
Leland Lures

& More

cattycorner to us.”
  In 2005, the new 3500 sq. ft. 
building was ready for business.  
Marlea’s cash register looks right 
out at Wheeler’s parking lot.  “He 
did that so I can tell when he’s real-
ly busy so I can come over to help.  
The only problem is he doesn’t 
reciprocate.”  Marlea laughs.  Jim 
confirms, “I know nothing about 
women’s clothes.” 
  When asked about the secret of 
Wheeler’s success, Jim reflects and 
finally says, “Well, besides long 
hours and hard work and attention 
to detail, I do have a little secret.  
For the last several years when-
ever we receive a shipment - - no 
matter whether it’s big or small, I 
cut a check to the supplier the next 
day.  This keeps our suppliers very 

happy and allows us to take ad-
vantage of bulk deals, price breaks 
and when anything new comes 
along our suppliers will contact us 
first about the feasibility of a par-
ticular product being a big seller 
- - ground floor stuff.  Also, a fully 
backed up inventory is a must in 
our business.  No one likes to spe-
cial order a product if we’re out of 
stock.  The Wal-Mart proven way 
- - keep those shelves stocked full 
and up high.”
  Marlea has a niche not too many 

continue to the next page
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TYGART LAKE
POROPERTY

2 1/2 Miles Waterfront
City Water  Timber

Great Location
Barbour County
$1,300,000

304-457-1869

464 Acres

CRISS SALES & SERVICE Husqvarna
Shindaiwa & More

Lawn & Garden
Saws & Trimmers

OLD WESTON ROAD
BUCKHANNON,WV

(304)
472-1474

GLADY FORK ARCHERY
Elite • Bowtech • Diamond • Hoyt • Alpine

Bowtuning - Custom Arrows – Accessories
Guns • Ammo – Scopes – Targets

30 Years Experience

Visa  
Mastercard  
Discover 
Accepted

2539 Glady Fork Road
3.8 Miles Off I-79 Exit 96 - Turn Left

WESTON, WV    304-269-6292

Mon-Fri-Sat
10-5

Tue-Wed-Thur
3-9

304-445-2550
Overlooking The Beautiful Greenbrier River

• Live Bait • Licenses • Game Check • Guns & Ammo
Rod and Reel Repair Service   Joy Dog Food

Just a few minutes off I-64 in Alderson, WV
Hours: 9 to 9 Daily 304-445-2551

Bass
Pro

Shop

Carhartt
Clothing

ROCKY
BOOTS

Pawn
Service

Waterfront
Sporting Goods

Riverview Motel

PSE ARCHERY

Margeret Byers hooked a 34” carp  
Photo courtesy of Three Rivers Edge in 
Hinton..

people in Elkins are aware.  She 
carries a full line of quality men’s 
clothing.  She says, “It doesn’t 
much matter if men in the area are 
unawares - - their wives and girl-
friends buy their clothing anyhow.  
Men just don’t shop.”  Having been 
married over 50 years and falling 
well into the category of “senior 
citizens” has not steered either of 
them into thoughts of retirement.
  Jim sums it up, “We both love 
what we’re doing.  If and when it 
ever gets to the point we don’t, then 
that’s the time to consider hanging 
it up.  I love this business so much I 
am up at 5 am every morning.  I go 
to the store shortly afterwards and 
work on the books.  Then I roam the 
isles and make gut decisions about 
what to order.  I am energized ev-
ery day of my working life.”
  Wheeler’s and Marlea’s are un-
doubtedly two of the most success-
ful retail businesses in the bustling 
Elkins area, called the Gateway to 
the Potomac Highlands.
   And yet neither businesses - - 
wait please - - don’t tell me - - yes, 
neither one uses a computer in their 
business!  They do it the old fash-
ion way, and do it very well, thank 
you!  They don’t even have one at 
home.

  Yes, this family affair has come 
full-circle, or at least full-catty-
corner.

Eli Prehoda, from Beverly, shot a 
big gobbler.



BRUSHY FORK MART
Brushy Fork Road
Buckhannon, WV

(1.3 Miles From US Rt. 33)
Gasoline

Diesel
Kerosene

WV Lottery & Powerball

Gas

Fishing Supplies
    Knives - Novelty Items

M-S 6am-12pm   Sun 8am-10pm
          304-472-5132
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TV & AC                      Free Parking
                                  Center of City304-472-3000

Dalton Cutright, owner

24 N. Kanawha St.
Buckhannon, WV 26201
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ORIGINAL OWNERS HAVE RETURNED

“A Hunting Preserve Unlike All Others”
• Wild Russian Hogs
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• Fallow Deer, Sika Deer, Red Stag & Elk
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(740) 596-4711
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Web Site www.DDRanch.com

Prices include animal, guide & caping.
Lodging, meals and meat processing available.

(740) 596-9013 FAX

DOUBLE “DD” RANCH
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Andy Jackson, from Sinks Grove 
landed a citation largemouth bass.

Fishing With Tubes
  Soft plastic lures have been truly 
revolutionized only twice since 
they were introduced in the 1950’s. 
The Slug-Go soft plastic jerkbait 
changed the way we view, and use, 
soft plastics. Variations of that bait 
continue to be designed and pro-
duced by many manufacturers as 
anglers rely heavily upon its fish 
catching ability.
   Perhaps just as trend setting and 
every bit as duplicated and modi-
fied, the original Gitzit tube lure 
has generated a tremendous amount 
of fanfare since its introduction in 
the mid- 1980’s. If imitation is the 
greatest form of flattery then Bob-
by Garland, inventor of the Gitzit, 
has been greatly honored.

   Virtually every soft plastic manu-
facturer offers a tube lure design. 
Some have combined a crawfish or 
salamander shape with the hollow 
body design of a tube to create a 
unique product. Other companies 
have produced jig heads, hooks, 
rattles and trailers designed specifi-
cally for use with tubes.
   Truly one of the most versatile of 
all soft plastic designs, tubes con-
tinue to catch bass from the surface 
to the bottom in shallow and deep 
water year round. An individual 
angler’s amount of creativity is the 
only limitation when it comes to 
rigging and fishing tubes. They are 
commonly Texas-rigged, Carolina-
rigged, drop-shot rigged and even 
fished weightless.
   The most basic rigging method in-
volves inserting a jig head into the 
hollow body of a tube. This method 
is commonly used when fishing the 
smaller, 3-inch tubes on spinning 

tackle. With the jig head tucked in-
side the tube, this rig works great 
as a finesse lure in clear water. It 
also skips exceptionally well, mak-
ing it a good choice for fishing boat 
docks and shorelines with over-
hanging vegetation. The action of a 



Lazy Acres Mart

Convenience Store • Movie Rentals
Boat & RV Supplies • Souveniers
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  304-472-4279 LIVE BAIT
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SWAROVSKI
ScopesT&T GUN SHOP
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Reloading Supplies - Powder - Primers - Bullets - Dies & More

KOWA
Optimed Spotting Scopes

Jolynne Addition
BUCKHANNON, WV

304-472-AMMO

UNCLE TOM’S LOANS
BUY • SELL • TRADE • PAWN

Achery Specialists
Matthews • Parker • PSE

New & Used Guns
Rt. 10 - Cook Parkway

OCEANA, WV
304-682-5002

GAME CHECKING

Effeciciency • 1 & 2 Bedroom Apts. • Commercial Rentals

Open: 10-5 Tues.-Fri.  9-1 Sat.
Closed on Sunday & Monday

We Buy, Sell
and Trade WHITE SULPHUR SPRINGS, WV

19 East Main St.
White Sulphur Springs, WV

304-536-3606
Phone

Rt. 60  E. Main St.
Bank1st Traffic

Light

Large Selection
New & Used Guns

Mtn. Gun

The Leather Shop
- Booth 132 -  

Alligator Jack’s Flea Market
• WIll Custom Fit 

Full-Grain Leather Belts
(Cut to Size)

• Leather Chain Wallets
• Leather Fanny Pouches

• Nylon Gun Holsters
• talian Charms

• 8.5 oz Cofee 25 cents
16 oz. 50 cents
• Diabetic Socks

FRI - SAT & SUNDAY
www.afleamarketstore.com

41300 Laurel Cliff Rd.

POMEROY, OHIO

tube can be greatly affected by the 
position of the jig head inside the 
body. With the jig head pushed all 
the way forward, tubes tend to fall 
faster with less spiral. To slow the 
fall and increase the amount of spi-
ral, position the jig head back from 
the “nose” of the tube.
   While tubes appeal greatly to 
largemouth bass, they may be even 
more preferred by smallmouth and 
spotted bass. Virtually all small-
mouth enthusiasts consider tubes 
to be a primary lure in their tackle 
box.
   For added attraction, anglers in-
sert a variety of items into the body 
of a tube. Alka Seltzer tablets are 
broken into pieces and inserted in 
order to create bubbles and a fizz-
ing effect when exposed to the wa-
ter. It’s also popular to soak a cot-
ton ball in fish attractant to enable 
the attractant to slowly ooze out 
of the tube’s body. Styrofoam can 
be added to make a tube float high 
when Carolina rigged or fished on 
the surface. And of course, rattles 
are commonly inserted, especial-
ly when fishing stained water or 

heavy cover.
   A casting spoon can be greatly en-
hanced by inserting it into the body 
of a tube, then adding a swivel by 
running the snap through the walls 
of the tube and the line tie at the 
top of the spoon. This increases the 
action, adds buoyancy and creates 
a soft textured lure that can be cast 
a great distance. The same can be 
done to improve the performance 
of a jigging spoon.
   Bass anglers have, at times, been 
known to remove the silicone or 

rubber skirt from a spinnerbait and 
replace it with a tube.
   Tubes can also be rigged weight-
less and worked across the top of 
weed beds or fished just below the 

continue to the next page

Chris Newell shot a gobbler.  Photo 
courtesy of Crooked Creek Archery in Wil-
liamstown.
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MOUNTAIN STATE LOG HOMES   
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Why Choose Mountain State Log Homes?  
 Providing Quality Log Home Materials since 1978   
 FREE House Package Delivery in WV and Bordering    

States   
 FREE Unloading at Your Site   
 FREE Quotes and Custom Designing   
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or Email us at info@mountainstateloghomes.netOPEN  

 
MILL  

DIRECT 
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Chip Groves used a bow for this 
Wood Co. buck.  Photo courtesy of 
Crooked Creek Archery in Williamstown.

buck with a bow and arrow during 
the archery season, which began 
Oct. 1. When confronted with the 
evidence of the bullet, the youth al-
legedly admitted to have been par-
ticipating in Youth Hunting Day, 
Oct. 29, when he took the buck 
with his 30/30 rifle from a tree 
stand. Only antlerless deer may 
be taken legally with a rifle during 
Youth Hunting Day. He also alleg-
edly admitted to checking the deer 
in as a bow kill before taking it to 

the taxidermist for mounting.
   The juvenile was cited for the 
following violations: killing deer 
during closed season, illegal pos-
session of wildlife, and improper 
checking of game.  Examination of 
the deer head/neck determined it to 
be a 10-point with an antler spread 

of 15 inches. The replacement 
fee for a trophy buck of this size 
is $1,000. The case is pending in 
Harrison County Magistrate Court, 
where he may face additional fines 
and court costs.    
  All suspects are innocent until 
proven guilty in a court of law.

Keith Lawrence arrowed this wide 
racked buck.  Photo courtesy of Bow-
Listic Archery in Chelyan.

ADVERTISE IN THE 

W. VA. SPORTSMAN
• DISTRIBUTED TO OVER 200 LOCATIONS

• 21 YEARS IN BUSINESS
• TARGET MARKET TO OUTDOOR PEOPLE

DETAILS ON PAGE 3

surface in the same manner as a 
soft jerkbait.
   The latest craze in tubes involves 
pitching and flipping the larger 4- 
and 5-inch versions in heavy cover. 
Several manufacturers offer large 
flippin’ tubes with a solid plastic 
head to accommodate Texas and 
Carolina rigging or for threading 
onto a jig head.
   While very effective at attract-
ing strikes, many anglers complain 
about missing bites and losing fish 
on Texas-rigged tubes. The large 
amount of plastic tends to “ball up” 
in the bend of the hook, prevent-
ing the hook point from fully pen-
etrating the plastic. To address this 
problem, Oldham Lures recently 
designed a heavy-duty tube lure 
jig head that features a fiber weed 
guard and a Gamakatsu flippin’ 
hook. When rigged, the jig head 
is concealed inside the body of the 
tube. The quality hook enables an-
glers to use heavy line in combina-
tion with their jig rod when flipping 
tubes to heavy cover. Oldham’s 
new flippin’ jig head is fitted with 
the screwlock attachment and is 
perfect for flipping tubes and other 
types of soft plastics in grass.
   The fiber weed guard on these jig 
heads can be customized for every 
situation. When flipping heavy cov-
er such as brush or standing timber, 
the fibers of the weed guard can be 
spread out in a fan or V-shape. A 
good bit of the weed guard can be 
removed when fishing weed beds 
or sparse cover.
   Tubes have an application to fit 
almost any fishing situation. With 
virtually unlimited rigging and 
presentation options, they deserve 
a top shelf location in every bass 
angler’s tackle box.

www.wvasportsman.net
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It's Always
Hunting Season
✫✫✫ At ✫✫✫

DALE RAY
HUNTING PRESERVE

WILD BOAR
     Exotic Sheep * Goats
   Sika Deer * Fallow Deer

  Mule Deer/Antelope In Wyoming

Whitetail Hunts In
Season With Bow Or Gun

Tom Belville
2228 Co Rd 66

Proctorville, OH
45669

(740) 886-7060

Just Off U.S. Rt. 50
Near Mountwood Park

Deerwalk, WV

304-679-3502

Citation Fish Pictures Wanted

WVS
P.O. Box 5521
Vienna, WV

26105

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City________________________________________

State_____________________ Zip_______________

Fish______________________ Pound______ Oz____

Clip Out

Photos Will Be Returned

Send Photo To:

Look Up - Down - Across - Diagonally

We are looking for citation fish
 pictures caught in  2012.

E-mail  wvasport@gmail.com

Reese's
Country

Store

GAS
FOOD
AMMO

HUNTING SUPPLIES
GAME CHECKING
MUSKY PLUGS

Breakfast - Lunch - Deli Items
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